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To’ the AUTHOR of the LOUNGER. 
SI R, 
OUR correfpondent :Mrs Careful has given a very jutft 
picture of the Female Loungers, » in, her entertaining letter. 
The difturbance which the morning vifits of thofe idlers give. to 
fober families, is become matter of very ferious concern to many 
a mother inthis town, who would.with to educate their daughters 
in fuch a way as to:qualify them for-performing their parts with 
propriety, “in whatever rank they:may be.called to, 
Idlenefs.and:frivolity feem to form the.character of ‘the times: 
According to the preferit:fyftem of female education amongtt us, 
thé Caltare.of thé mind and heart, the knowledge of thofe “ufeful 
‘duties which a good wife and a good mother owes to her huf- 
band and her children, are but {lightly attended to, if not alto- 
gether neglected, for thofe exterior accomplifhments which ought 
properly to be the handmaids of the former. Hence the diflipa- 
tion of individuals, and the final wreck we often fee of families! 
The.tafk 1 am gaing upon is a melancholy one; to illuitrate 
the truth of the above. obfervation from my own woeful experi- 
ence: “yet, as It it may. be a caution to others, | think it a duty on 
me to communicate ‘to: you the: following narrative, 
-. ae St me hbo : heer. = 
I was vtuirrieds a few years ago, to.an ‘amiable young woman, 
the. only daughter. of a wealthy and: refpectable merchant. My 
father-in-law, ‘Mr Lumber, had gone early to the Weft Indies, 
where he was fo fuccefsfulin.trade asito make a very confider- 
able fortune, with which he returned .to-fettle in his own coun- 
try: As: he had raifed himfelf, and-had:¢éw relations, to fupply 
that wantj.-hésmarried a daughter/of the Honourable Mr Stingy, 
younger:k brother to the Earl of Loftus, ‘by which connedtion he at 
once, -actjuired: fdation hip with a icore:of Henourable and Right 
Honowiable confiits fame of whom did him the honour to break- 
faft, dite, : or fup ‘with ahem almoft every-day. 
Mr Lumber: was.a fenfible nan:an- his way, and had foon: a 
good deal of thé world; he:might -therefore have managed “his ~~ 
family. i in a manner imuch more’ to: its advantage than that in 
which it was conducted, had he been. allowed the perfect guidance 
of it; ‘But in this he was a goodl deal reftrained, from the circum=- 
ftance-of his, inferior birth. ‘It was impoflible for the fon of a 
plain citizen to-underftand:any thing fo well as the grand-daugh- 
ter of a Peer: ; He was contented therefore to maintain a fort of 
divided empire » He was.allowed to {uperintend the education of 
his ‘two, boys, who, after having been fome time in a refpectable 
houfe i in Holland, :now. aflitt in carrying on the bufinefS in their 
father’s counting-houte. As to his daughter, he left her to the 
management of her mother, ‘and of her aunt Mis Bridget Stingy, 
a 
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a maiden Lady, who lived in the family. As my grievances all 
took rife from that root, | muft be indulged in mentioning the 
characters of thefe Ladies. | 

The circumftances of Mr Stingy did not perhaps allow of gi- 
ving his daughters the moft liberal education; but what he 
might have given, he did not think it neceflary to give: to 
be the daughters of the Honourable Mr Stingy, and grand- 
daughters of the Earl of Loftus, was enough, without any other 
endowment. Bred with high ideas of birth and rank, they were 
ignorant of almoft every branch of ufeful knowledge; and as 
motft of their time pafled alternately amongft their quality rela- 
tions, they had learned to defpife taking any concern in the ufe- 
ful employments of domeftic lite. 

On the death of the Honourable Mr Stingy, Mifs Bridget, his 
eldeit daughter, was left to the care of her relations: but as 
they appeared rather cool with regard to her, the was, by the 
benignity of Mr Lumber, brought home to his houfe, and to 
eafe and plenty, if fhe could have ufed them with good humour 
and difcretion, 

This Lady was feveral years older than her fifter Mrs Lumber, 
a weak good-natured woman, over whom fhe aflumed a fuperi- 
ority and direction more than was confiftent with her fituation, 
and which Mr Lumber, though a good-humoured man, did not 
at all times approve of. In place of making herfelf and her fif- 
ter happy in the enjoyment of the real bleflings which they pof- 
fefled, Mifs Stingy’s chief ftudy was, to teach her filter a num- 
ber of wants to which fhe was not intitled as the wife of a mer- 
chant. To many of thefe Mr Lumber gave way; fuch as, add- 
ing another fervant to the table-arrangement, who plied behind 
his Lady’s chair in a plain fuit and ruffles; changing the pott- 
chaife into a body-coach; and promoting Jack the driver to the 
rank of John, Coachman. But, tothe no fmall difquiet of Mifs 
Bridget, Lumber was inflexible to his wife’s demand, of a weck- . 
ly route and card-aflembly. This, and feveral other indulgen- 
ces, fhe did not find Mr Lumber filly enough to grant; but the 
generally found Mrs Lumber filly enough to refent the refufal. 

But, to end this digreflion, which 1 am afraid has already 
tired you, and to proceed to my own ftory—Mr Lumber being 
my banker while | was abroad, on coming to Scotland, I was often 
invited to his houfe, where I was treated with great hofpitality 
and attention. Mifs Lucy Lumber, his only daughter, was 
young, handfome, good-natured, and fprightly. Her vivacity, 
her good humour, and her good looks, attracted my attentions, 
and | thought I difcovered that fhe was not difpleafed with them, 
I was in that fituation in which the world fuggetts the propriety 
of aman’s looking out for a wife, and in which he begins to think 
it his duty to be married. The qualities Mifs Lumber pofleffed 
were attractive; and I never thought of thofe fhe might want. In 
fhort, I was in love: | courted; 1 was accepted of; and, as every 
man in my fituation would fay, made completely happy. 

After pafling fome weeks in a round of mirth and diflipation, 
I carried my Lucy, with a companion ot hers, to my houfe in the 
north, 

The vifits of my neighbours, and our returns to them, with 
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the little parties which we made, gave me but little opportunity 
for obfervation, or a thorough knowledge of my wife’s qualities 
or turn of mind. She wanted not fenfe at bottom, had good na- 
ture, and, bating a little tincture of that pride of anceftry, or 
rather vanity, for it never was offenfive, which had early been 
inculcated into her by her aunt Bridget, fhe had a f{weetnefs and 
affability that was extremely engaging. We pafled the fummer 
very agreeably. When winter fet in, 1 began to know more in- 
timately my wife’s difpofition. I had prefented her with a {mall 
f{ele@tion of books for her clofet; the beft of the Britifh Poets and 
Hiftorians, {ome of moral entertainment, fuchas, the Spectators, 
Guardians, &c. and fome for mere amufement. But | foon found 
that my Lucy was no reader. She read Yow Fones indeed; and on 
my recommendation to her and Mifs Flounce, they went ‘through 
the greatett part of Gil Blas; but of the two fcholars of Salamanca, 
1 am afraid they ranked with the firft. 

By the good management of an experienced houfekeeper, wh« 
had been brought up in the family by my mother, and who I 
knew had a real liking to the family, my houte, table, and do- 
meftics had been regulated. On my marriage, | was in hopes , 
that without entering into the executive part, my Lucy would 
now, as mi(lrefs of the family, fuperintend the whole domeftic 
ceconomy: But in this | was difappointed. She never had been 
ufed to look into houfehold-management ; it was a province, fhe 
faid, fhe was not adapted for, and wifhed not to engage in. She 
would now and then quote maxims which I could perceive fhe 
had learned in the Loftus {chool. They fignified, that houfehold 
cares might become ordinary women, but were degrading to the 
defcendants of people of quality. 

When we were not engaged with company, my farm and 
planting, my dog and my gun, kept me a great part of the day 
in the field. When I returned, I did not always find from my 
wife that chearful animated look that ufed to welcome me home, 
When at times I remarked this, fhe would fuddenly refume a 
gaiety of countenance, and endeavour to {mile away my obferva- 
tion. But as this gaiety was aflumed, its continuance was fhort; 
and with great uneafinefs | now began to fee a change of dif- 
pofition in my Lucy, and that a lownefs of {pirits at times hung 
upon her: This I attributed however to her fituation, as, to 
my great joy, fhe was, as my friend John Home exprefles it, 
« “As women with to be who love their Lords.” Mr Lumber 
had kindly invited us to town, and we determined to pafS the 
winter with him. We were received with great joy, and found 
that family much the fame as we had left it. 

My Lucy brought me a fine boy; and while fhe recovered her 
health, I flattered myfelf that fhe would foon alfo regain her for- 
mer fprightlinefs and good humour, In this [ was not difap- 
pointed; we got into the fafhionable circle of company, and 
that continual round of diflipation that goes on in the metro- 
polis: The whole forenoon generally fpent amidft a fucceffion 
of vifitants, a mob of idlers; the reft of the day in dinners, pu- 
blic places, and evening-parties. 

¢ Although in my own mind I defpifed the giddy reftlefs infig- 
nificants that figured in this perpetual drama; yet as I confidered 
my elf 
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miyfelf as a paffenger only for the time, I fubmitted to be car 
ried along with the ftream, and partook of the flying amufe- 
ments, as they occurred. I did not lofe fight, however, of my 
own fcheme: as the {pring approached, I gave hints of my re- 
turn to Homely Caftle, and announced the day for our depar- 
ture. My Lucy, who never difputed my will, prepared herfelf; 
but I could obferve that fhe became grave and thoughtful, as the 
time approached for our fetting out. We left our friends, and 
got fafely home. 

The fmiles of our little infant were for fome time his mother’s 
fole amufement; but this, as mere amufement, for it carried no 
active employment along with it, after fome months began to 
lofe its relifh. The feeble exertions which too late fhe endeavour- 
ed to call to her aid, were too weak to refift the demon of Indo- 
lence, with langour and melancholy in his train, that now had 
invaded her, Such are the fruits of an education now J am 
afraid, but too common! Good natural parts, in place of being 
trained to exercife, in the feveral branches of knowledge, and 
ufeful employments of life, had either been neglected, or mifap- 
plied to frivolous and defultory amufements! Now, when out of 
the giddy round of the fafhionable town-entertainments, that ufed 
to fillup her hours, my Lucy feels a vacant mind, that affords 
no refources within itfelf. Her refleGtions of courfe are painful 
and bitter; or if lulled at all, only fink into a laflitude, and liftlefs 
unconcern for every thing around her. Her few former amufe- 
iments, her tambour and harpfichord, have long become infipid; 
and even the {miles of her child, which ufed to give delight, now, 
1 can obferve, force a figh from her, and fometimes the tear will 
{tart into her eye, from the painful reflection, no doubt, of her 
inability to perform to him the duty of a mother ! 

In this fituation, Mr Lounger, judge of my diftrefs and difap- 
pointment. Inftead of family-happinefs and domeftic enjoyment, 
1 find at home a conftant fource of difquiet and melancholy. 
Perhaps I am more unhappy than hufbands whofe wives are more 
blameable. In the greater offences againft the marriage-duty, 


the injured party has the privilege of complaint, the fupport of — 


refentment, the confolation of indifference, or of hatred. I have 
no contradiction of which to complain, no injuries to refent: I 
pity, nay | {till love my wife; and yet 1 am moft unhappy. 

‘Tell my fituation, Sir, to thofe young men who, like me-— 
or rather tell it to mothers, who, like Mrs Lumber, have daugh- 
ters to educate. Remind them, that, however important the edu- 
catien may be that teaches to adorn the miftrefs, and captivate the 
lover, there is {till another, and a higher, which requires fome 
little attention, that which inftru€ts them to perform the duties 
of the wife, to retain the affections, and to conftitute the happi- 
nefs of the hufband. lam, &c. 
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